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Enough material will thus be provided for anyone to
write quite a considerable Life.

Little of this material remains for the biographer of
dramatists of the seventeenth century. The parish registers
record the dates of baptism, marriage and burial, but
many of them are lost. There were no newspapers, very
few diaries,  and few individuals wrote chatty letters.
Players   and   dramatists   were  regarded  as   persons  of
dubious standing; about whom no one was likely to be
much interested unless they were concerned with some
scandal or were made the victims of some scurrilous joke.
Moreover, literary persons are seldom spectacular. The
man who leads a life of heroic actions has neither the
time, nor usually the desire, to express himself in writ-
ing. Those who gallop down valleys of death do not
usually sing about it. It is gentle poets living placidly in
country rectories or suburban lodgings who write glorious
and heroic ballads* as The Charge of the Light Brigade^ or
Ye Mariners of England. To be a great writer a man must
spend much of his time at a table in the laborious act of
writing, which is not an exciting or spectacular occupa-
tion. Unless a writer of former days leaves a diary, or
(like Keats) writes many letters which his friends will
keep, or attracts a biographer (as Dr. Johnson attracted
Boswell),  or meets a note-taker (as Ben Jonson >met
William Drummond of Hawthornden), or (like Christo-
pher Marlowe) is in trouble with the authorities, the
interesting details of his life vanish as soon as those who
knew him die. Even to-day, when a literary man^has
'news value/ most of Ms readers will know little more